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a source of Europen knowledge of India. The Arab&
roused Europe from its dull torpor of the Middle Ages.
Harun-ar-Rasid of happy memory tried his best to make
literature and science the permanent denizens of bis
empire. His son and successor Al Mamun's Caliphate
introduced the Angustan Age of Islam. Learned men
were invited from different countries and princely paid
for their labours, The best works of Greek, Syrian,
Persian and Indian writers, were done into Arabic and
spread over the Moslem world. In Spain, the Univer
sity of Cordova was in no way inferior to Baghdad in
literary fame. Mahummadan writers appeared every
where, preserving and spreading knowledge. The
large number of manuscripts on different subjects in the
library of the Escurial at Madrid shows the universality
of their literary tastes. The fame of their wisdom and
learning attracted students from France and other
countries of Europe to the Moorish Universities of Spain.
Hindu philosophy, medicine, literature, folk-lore, mathe-
matics reached Europe through the Arabs. Arithmetic
is called in the old European works, as t{the Arithmetic
of the Indians" The nine figures, now known wrongly
as "Arabic numerals or figures'* were of Hindu inven-
tion and first introduced into Gaul by Gerbert, after
wards Pope Sylvester II. who studied at the University
of Seville about 1000 A, D. Bombelli, in a treatise ori
Algebra published in .1579, says that he and a lecturer
at Rome had translated parts of Diophantus (the earliest
Greek writer on Algebra) and that they had found
"many Indian authors cited in the said work." (Hutton's